
The role of coastal schools in the development of coastal fisheries 

At the beginning of the 20th century, 10,000–12,000 people worked in Latvia as 

professional fishermen. At the beginning of the third decade of the 21st 

century, about 100 coastal fishermen were registered. Can we reverse this 

unpleasant trend and how? What can coastal schools do about this? The fishing 

profession in the coastal regions of Latvia should not disappear. This would 

have not only emotional but also social and economic consequences. How can 

this be made more interesting for the younger generation so as not to suffer the 



supposedly predicted loss of digital and who knows what sorts of other colorful 

temptations? 

 

On October 23, on a windy day, a number of representatives of coastal 

municipalities, schools and interested ministries gathered at the Carnikava Local 

History Center, in a semi-remote discussion “Coastal Schools - for Coastal 

Fishermen”. The importance of the discussion is evidenced by the fact that the 

participating municipalities - Carnikava, Saulkrasti and Salacgriva counties, 

were represented by their management representatives. 

 

The numbers are not gratifying, but the commitment is promising. 

The numbers are unsatisfactory and the interest of school children in the 

profession of fishing jig cannot be considered sufficient. However, by 

concentrating ideas and proposals, recognizing all possibilities, one can cement 

a hopeful starting point for strengthening our traditional and successive 

profession. Sometimes there are opportunities and ways we just haven't 

imagined. 

 

Genovef Kozlovska, Deputy Chairwoman of the Carnikava County 

Council, was pleased that the discussion was valuable and on time (photo: 

carnikava.lv) 

 



Genovef Kozlovsky, Deputy Chairwoman of the Carnikava County Council, 

praised the organization of such a conversation. The traditions, skills and 

positions that characterize the identity and cultural environment of the region 

should not disappear. In the case of Carnikava, we can talk not only about 

traditional coastal fishing, but also lamprey fishing in the Gauja. Organizing 

appropriately driven interests in education. Not all attempts have been 

successful, but this does not mean that you do not have to try again with other 

motivational tools and methods. From this point of view, the discussion is 

valuable and really on time. 

 

In 2019, 94 people were employed in coastal fishing, Normunds Riekstins, 

Director of the Fisheries Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, pointed out 

in his report. Currently, there are three (!) full-time fishermen in Latvia who do 

not work other jobs at the same time. The average age of fishermen is about 60 

years. Most of the indicators are the number of boats used, the number of 

employees is slowly but steadily declining. Therefore, the planned work in 

seaside schools would only be to be supported. Mr Riekstins pointed out that it 

would be useful to activate the co-operation of schools and also local 

governments with the Fisheries co-operation network of the Ministry of 

Agriculture, whose activities also include the promotion of fishing in schools. 

Relevantly oriented events have already taken place in Roja, Nica and 

Lapmezciems schools, but the possibilities are not fully used and may not be 

known. 

 

 



Addressing the participants, Normunds Riekstins, Director of the Fisheries 

Department of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), recommended co-

operation with the MoE Fisheries co-operation network, whose activities 

also include the promotion of fishing in schools. (Photo: Eriks Lauskis) 

 

Another option that could help to promote and restart the fisherman's profession 

is the soon-to-be-accepted purchase of new and used boats. The fact of the 

matter is that the European Union has set a certain number of fishing boats and 

vessels for each country, which should not be exceeded. On the other hand, a 

number of fishing boats have been registered in Latvia, but have not performed 

any economic activity for a long time. It has now been decided to remove long-

standing boats from the register, thus enabling the purchase of new units. These 

could be about 27 boats with certain engine and size parameters. With a small 

number of fishermen, this is considered to be large enough. In addition, the 

State may grant financial, non-refundable aid for the purchase of a new boat, in 

particular for young fishermen. It should be emphasized here that the "young 

fisherman" is up to 40 years old. It is almost middle-aged for humans, but given 

the average age of fishermen (around 60), this should be considered an adequate 

assessment. 

Formally, there is no fishing profession. 

Guntars Catlaks, head of the State Education Content Center of the 

Ministry of Education and Science, emphasized that there are two possible 

directions in the preservation of intangible cultural heritage, which would also 

include the acquisition of the fishing profession. One area is vocational 

education, which could include a wider range of learners. Here are two 

problems. First of all, whether the learners' interest and demand for the 

profession would be so great that they could move on. The second thing that can 

be seen as a formal obstacle is, strange as it may seem, there are currently no 

standards for the fishing profession that are the basis for including this position 

in vocational training. Obviously, the development of these standards should be 

undertaken by the Cooperation Council of Farmers' Organizations (CCoFO) and 

the Fisheries Advisory Council under the supervision of the Ministry of 

Agriculture. However, it turns out later in the discussion that there is now an 

opportunity to obtain the qualification of a fishing boat driver, which is 

available to all currently working fishermen. 

The second direction noted by the head of the SECC is interest education, 

where there would be no formal barriers, but it largely depends on the initiative 

of specific people in schools and municipalities. 



 

The foundations of the fishing profession can be built not only at 

school. Olga Rinkus, the head of the Carnikava Local History Center, 

shared her experience, where together with local fishermen - Arvids 

Ozolins, Arturs Jakobsons and others, work is gradually being organized to 

attract children, including children with special needs, to the fishing 

profession. Olga's call to young and not so young fishermen was to share 

their roles, adventures and successes on social networks, capturing the 

most interesting moments in photos or videos. 

 

The fishing profession needs to be captured more widely. 

Unfortunately, several projects have stopped in previous years because the 

interest of children and teenagers has been minimal, said Dagnis Straubergs, the 

head of Salacgriva municipality. 

Dagnis Straubergs, the head of the 

Salacgriva municipality, participating remotedly, emphasized not to forget 

the business perspective. (Photo by carnikava.lv) 

It is possible that the correct form of address and motivation has not been found. 

On the Estonian coast, for example, it has become possible to educate 5-6 

groups of young people as fishermen. 

On the Salacgriva side (as in Carnikava, by the way), interest may be more 

focused on the lamprey fishing sector, where safer business and earning 

opportunities can be seen. 

Inta Cirsa, the extra-curricular supervisor of Salacgriva Secondary School, says 

that the school has a long and extensive experience in learning maritime 

professions both through a special maritime class and the well-known 

competition "Do you love the sea?" and more. Unfortunately, in recent years, 



many ideas have stalled due to lack of interest. The so-called Youth Guard 

"Cabin boy's program" is currently running. 

The director of the school Sanita Slekone confirmed the need to strengthen the 

fishing traditions in the school's interest groups, but it must be taken into 

account that, at least at the beginning, the interest may not be great. 

 

Normuds Licis, the chairman of Saulkrasti County Council, encouraged to 

integrate county identity issues in schools more widely. On the right side - 

discussion leader Dzintris Kolats. Photo carnikava.lv 

If fishing alone does not arouse enough interest, due to which it is worth starting 

work in school groups or in other forms, it would be worth organizing classes to 

educate about the nature, environment, traditional occupations of your county or 

neighborhood in general - said Normunds Licis, Saulkrasti City Council. In 

addition to fishing, there would also be fish preparation, processing, small 

business farms by the sea and even non-sea-related trades and skills, where the 

school child has a choice - what  would be interesting enough from the offered 

spectrum to be highlighted in the further course of life. 

 

Without interest and pleasure, there will be no profit. 



 

Captain Raimonds Podzins: Money must not be the only incentive. (Photo: 

Eriks Lauskis) 

Long-distance captain Raimonds Podzins pointed out that the lack of interest 

needs to be analyzed. It is clear that the high seas captain is a tempting position 

in terms of both earnings and career and emotional. But you can't become a 

captain with the idea of making big money. There needs to be more universal 

and inclusive motivation.  

Captain Podzins remembered that during his teenage years he was engaged in 

sailing in Salacgriva, was mastered the basics of seafaring and knows knots 

even now. For money-only oriented people neither a fisherman's nor a seaman's 

career will succeed. 

 

Lecturer of the Latvian Maritime Academy, long-distance captain Gints Adams 

knew that the number of students of the Maritime Academy and the Maritime 

College has not decreased, as opposed to those who were fishermen. For 

example, in 2020, 163 young people started their studies at the Maritime 

College, which can be considered as a good indicator. Yes, the college and the 

academy do not teach, for example, fishing boat trawlers, but there has also 

been no demand for such a profession. 

You have to be born a fisherman. The heritability of the profession is crucial - 

the fisherman of Saulkrasti region Edgars Zviedris shared his thoughts. 



 

Edgars Zviedris: The boy has to catch the feeling, standing up to his knees 

in the role of fish. (Photo by Dzintris Kolats, autumn of 2019, in Saulkrasti 

seashore) 

 

 

If, however, there is no heredity, then the young person must be given the 

opportunity to experience the profession emotionally and physically. For 

example, the feeling that you stand in the boat full of caught fish, right up to the 

knees. Without pleasure, this work will not bear fruits. Edgars, as a practitioner 

through and through, thinks that the best age for understanding a fisherman's 

profession, and testing the will of becoming one, would be around 14-16 years, 

when it is also possible to take the teenager to the sea. Edgars himself would 

also like to take someone to work and see how the fish come. 

 

The main task of the discussion "Coastal schools - for coastal fishermen" was to 

raise the issue, assess whether it was well received and to start gathering 

opportunities and proposals. The interest and composition of the participants, 

even during this uncertain pandemic, was significant and broad enough. Several 

stakeholders took advantage of remote participation. Ideas and opportunities 

were searched and found, as well as the opportunities for cooperation between 

fishermen and schools, which already exist but, due different circumstances and 

reasons, were not updated or were simply forgotten. Our next task would be to 

prevent the initiative from stalling and to assess what regional schools plan to 



choose, so that the professions that strengthen our identity are not lost in the 

face of the multicolored offerings of globalization. 

 

The material was prepared by Dzintris Kolats, the organizer and leader of 

the discussion “Coastal schools - for coastal fishermen”. 

October 27, 2020 

 

The event, during which the information mentioned in the article was collected, 

was created within the framework of the project “Preservation and promotion of 

Vidzeme coastal fishing traditions and intangible cultural heritage”. 

 


